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A STUDY OF LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT OF A CHILD
WITH AUTISM -- TWO YEARS LONGITUDINAL STUDY

Cheng - Fen Chang

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

This two years longitudinal study was to investigate the language development of a 2" grade
high functional student with autism -- Jack. WISC-III, VABS, PPVT were used to assess Jack’
language ability. During the study period > language samples of the subject were collected
continually by the teacher from natural school environment.

Major findings were as follows :

1.From 2" grade to 4" grade - the scores which Jack got in WISC-11l, VABS, PPVT were
stable. Though the scores were lower than those of same age peers. Jack still had small range
of progress.

2.The MLU of 1% semester was 2.7, 4" semester was 4.2 ; completed simple sentences were
increased continually.

3.The main functions of communication expressed by Jack were social and instrumental
function. While social function increased - instrumental function decreased. The ratio of
appropriate use of language in social and communicative contexts was increased too.

4.The progress from passive response to spontaneous communication was observed during
2years. But the spontaneous communication expressed most frequently by Jack was the things he
felt interesting, rejection, or angry. In addition > Jack exhibited more metaphorical language and
more longer complex sentences when he rejected things and felt anger. Limitations in topics was
one characteristic of Jack’ language.

5.The uses of pronoun, emotional words, and interrogative sentence were increased,
metaphorical language and inappropriate language uses were repaired.

6.The strategies which teacher used to facilitate Jack’s language included time- delay,
reinforcement, and positive resresponding.

Key words: autism , language development, longitudinal study



