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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study are to explore the repertoire of play behaviors during free play and
elicited substitute play in children with autism.  The subjects consisted of 28 children with autism
with verbal comprehension age 30-35 months, measured by Peabody Picture VVocabulary Test-
Rivised. Their chronological age ranged from 3 years and 4 months to 8 years. They were
observed in free play for 5 minutes, and then were tested in 4 conditions to elicit substitute play.
The strategies, verbal direction, verbal prompt and visual prompt were used to elicit substitute play.
All sessions were videotaped and then analyzed by an independent assist. However, the analysis
included only 21 subjects because 7 subjects had had symbolic play in free play.

The analysis revealed the following main findings:

1. 16 out of 21 subjects could successfully be elicited at least once among substitute play.

2. The verbal comprehension quotient, and chronological age were not related to the failure of
the elicited conditions.

3. Verbal prompt and visual prompt were not significantally different to elicit substitute play.

Key words: Children with Autism, Symbolic Play, Elicited Play



