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ABSTRACT

Early identification of high-risk reading-disabled children is obviously important.
Teacher referral and screening by means of tests are the two major ways of detecting
students who are likely to have reading disabilities. Ko’s team proposed the six-stage
process to identify the RD students with the assessment they conducted in the same pro-
ject: (1) screening by reading competence, (2) excluding other factors, (3) detecting
high-risk RD students, (4) excluding by 1Q, (5) identifying the subtypes of RD, (6) diag-
nosing the cognitive profile. Most schools take teacher referral in the first stage instead
of the screening by the tests. Therefore, this study investigated the effectiveness of the
two approaches in the first stage of the six-stage process of identifying RD students pro-
posed by Ko (2006), There are 1126 students participating in this study; they were se-
lected from three primary schools and three junior high schools in three different counties
of Taiwan. When screened with group reading tests, close to 90% of these students
were found to have RDs; however, the method of teacher referral identified only 88% of
the students as having RDs, meaning the latter method was lightly less sensitive. It was

also found that there are few differences (with regard to reading ability) between



22 -

screened RD students and the RD students referred by teachers. Schools tend to prefer
teacher referral, yet the fact that this method appears to be less sensitive than screening is
a crucial issue, especially in southern and eastern Taiwan, where a higher proportion of
RD students fail to be detected by teachers. Teacher referral is subject to the subjective
prejudices or preferences of teachers. Yet while screening is highly recommended as
the first step in this identification process, taking teachers’ referrals into account with
younger students is also recommended. Other recommendations are made regarding the

practice of identifying RD students and possible areas for further research.

Keywords: reading disability, early identification, screening, reading tests, teacher’s re-

ferral, Ko’s 6-step process of identification of RD



