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EFFECTS OF THREE VOCABULARY INSTRUCTION
STRATEGIES ON VOCABULARY LEARNING AND
READING COMPREHENSION FOR STUDENTS
WITH READING DISABILITIES
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Taipei Municipal Lung An Elementary School Taipei Municipal Teachers College

ABSTRACT

The purposes of this study were to explore and to compare the effects of three vocabulary
instruction strategies on vocabulary learning and reading comprehension for two sixth graders with
reading disabilities through a multiple treatment design. The independent variables were three
vocabulary instruction strategies: word definition, semantic mapping, and context clues. The
dependent variables were students' performance on vocabulary and reading comprehension tests.
The vocabulary test involved three components: word recognition, word meaning, and word usage.
The major findings were summarized as followings: 1.All the three vocabulary instruction
strategies had positive effects on two subjects' learning, and the effect of using context clues was
the best. 2.The effects of word definition and semantic mapping instruction strategies on
vocabulary learning were inconsistent at different phases of intervention. 3.Word definition and
semantic mapping instruction strategies were beneficial to subjects’ word meaning acquisition.
4.The effects of word recognition and word usage were various among the three vocabulary
instruction strategies. 5.All the three vocabulary instruction strategies had positive effects on
subjects' reading comprehension, and the semantic mapping as well as the context clues instruction
strategies got better results. 6. The semantic mapping instruction strategy seemed to yield a better
reading comprehension scores than the strategy of using context clues, however, its effect was not
completely proved.

Key words: vocabulary instruction, reading disability, vocabulary learning, reading comprehension.



