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A STUDY OF THE PROCESSES OF
CONSTRUCTING A FAMILY PLAY GROUP
FOR CHILDREN WITH AUTISM

Pey-Yun Hwu Tsung-Ren Yang

Taipei County Dingpu Elementary School National Taipei Teachers College

ABSTRACT

This research was designed to explore the processes of constructing a play group in a family
for children with autism. The major purpose of the research was to investigate how the re-
searcher coping with problems to keep the family play group going well during the constructing
period.

With qualitative approaches, the study adopted a case-study method to analyze the processes
of planning, executing and evaluating of constructing the family play group.

The followings were the research findings:

1. The most important thing is to the consensus between the researchers and the parents for
building a family play group.

2. The parent interactions directly influence the degree of children’s participation in the
family play group.

3. The effects of the family play group depend on the fulfilling of participants’ needs and the
developmental level of the participating children.

4. The guider of the family play group should takes the children’s perspectives into
consideration and should provide scaffolding guidance as least as possible, avoiding intervention
too early and too much.

5. Sharp observation, frequent reflection, and willingness to learn from the children are the
criteria of being a good guider for a family play group.

6. When running the play group, the guider must be aware of the needs of both normal
children and children with special needs.
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7. It is necessary to get the parents’ cooperation actively with the researcher to smoothly run
the family play group.
Based on the research findings, researchers provide some suggestions for further researches.

Key words: Autism, Family Play Group, The Processes of Constructing



