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AN INCLUSIVE EDUCATION PROGRAM WITH
TEACHING SUPPORTS: THE EXPERIENCE
IN A PUBLIC KINDERGARTEN

Tien-Miau Wang

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

In terms of human rights and program effectiveness, it is crucial to integrate young special
education needs children with normally developing peers as early as possible. This two-year
qualitative study was, hence, intended to develop a teaching supports inclusive education model
program in a public kindergarten that different special education resources were located during the
first and second year of the study. Data was mainly collected with qualitative research methods
of participant observation and interviewing.

As a result, the study had successfully developed a teaching supports system, in which expert
consultations, in-class teaching, and volunteers assistance were provided for regular classroom
teachers. Expert consultations were found to be helpful for regular classroom teachers, however,
volunteers had more direct effects on daily teaching especially when there were no special
education resources within the kindergarten in the first year of the study. In the second year,
special classroom students were integrated into regular classrooms and special education teachers
therefore worked as case managers for all developmentally delayed children in assisting regular
classroom teachers for case evaluation and designing individualized instructions. Special
education teachers provided services of in-class teaching, consultations, and direct teaching in the
special classroom that was redesigned and functioned as a “learning resource center” for all
students and staff in the program.

In order to implement this model better, it was found that improvements in regular classroom
teachers’ attitudes and special education teachers’ expertise and communication skills were
necessary.

Key words: inclusive education, teaching supports, kindergarten, qualitative research



