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ABSTRACT

The language skills in 37 third-grade and 41 fifth-grade poor readers were compared with that
of grade-matched good readers. It was found that:

1. the semantic, syntax, word recognition and listening comprehension skills in poor readers
were inferior to grade-matched good readers.

2. the fifth-grade poor readers' semantic, syntax, word recognition, listening comprehension
skills were moderately correlated with reading comprehension.

3. the orthographic knowledge of Chinese word could be the most powerful predictor in
explaining reading comprehension in the poor readers.

4. the poor readers constituted heterogeneous groups and that 4 different types of poor readers
could be identified, including: (a) both listening comprehension and word recognition skills are
within normal range, (b) both listening comprehension and word recognition skills are poor, (c)
listening comprehension skill is poor, but word recognition skill is within normal range, (d)
listening comprehension skill is within normal range, but word recognition skill is poor.



