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Children's Books as A Means of Enhancing the School
Readiness of Children with Disabilities:
An Outcome Study

Yueh-Hsien Lin
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to investigate the use of children’s books to enhance
the school readiness of children with disabilities. Twenty-one subjects with disability
certificates, currently enrolled in kindergarten, participated in the study. Three types of
interventions were implemented. First, the researcher read out loud from books using
dialogues to introduce concepts of school readiness to the participants. Moreover,
several behavioral strategies, including demonstration, reminder, reinforcement, and
extinction, were used to facilitate children’s learning or maintain school readiness skills.
Second, to further strengthen the degree of these children’s preparation for school,
parents were encouraged to read books to their children and to teach them to practice
school readiness skills. Third, special education consultation was provided for parents
as needed. A quasi-experimental design was employed to examine the effects of a joint
book-reading intervention program. Analysis of covariance and t-test made clear both
the immediate and the follow-up effects of interventions on promoting school readiness
in a majority of children with disabilities. However, limited effects were seen in three
autistic children with severe emotional problems who were delayed from entrance to the
primary school for one year. Strategies for improving school readiness skills in children

with disabilities were suggested based on the findings.

Keywords: children with disabilities, school readiness, transition to elementary school,

bibliotherapy, quasi-experimental design



