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SOCIAL FUNCTIONING OF YOUNG CHILDREN
WITH DEVELOPMENTAL DELAYS

Chi-Zong Tsou Tai-Hwa Emily Lu

National Taiwan Normal University

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the study was to investigate the social functioning of young children with
developmental delays and the relationship between social functioning and adaptability in inclusive
education environment.

The authors developed the Social Competence Scale for Young Children(SCSYC) and a
sample of 348 normal children and 131 children with various handicaps participated in the study.
Good to acceptable reliability and validity evidence was obtained for the SCSYC. Children with
developmental delays performed differently from normal children and the two groups showed
greatest difference in sociability ~ autonomy and attention in learning. The social functioning of
children with identified delays differed from children whom teachers thought might have delays.
The social functioning of young children could predict teachers' perception of their adaptability in
inclusive education environment.

Key words: early childhood special education, developmental delays, social competence, social
behavior, inclusion



