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PR B R 2 T REV A B AT
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ABSTRACT

Poor academic performance, especially by Taiwanese aboriginal students, is often
attributed to lack of mainstream culture experience or poor socioeconomic status.
However, some students perform poorly due to reading disabilities, which are difficult to
detect. The study aimed to examine whether students’ response to instruction(RTI) will
identify the students with reading disabilities from the low-achieving aboriginal students.
Forty-seven 2- and 3-grade aboriginal students who perform poorly from Taitung City
participated in the study. They received an 11-week pre-referral reading intervention
program in the 2nd semester of the academic year of 2003. In order to evaluate learning
progress and to conduct education diagnosis, pre-tests and post-tests were administered.
Measures of reading and cognitive variables were collected.

The important findings of this research are following: 1.When students were
diagnosed as LD by special education diagnosticians, the possibility that they were
categorized as low RTI group was very high. Comparatively, the percentage of
false-negative diagnosis was low. 2.Using ‘inter-competence discrepancy’ as criteria, the
results have shown that the RTI has good diagnostic sensitivity. Furthermore, the
percentage of false negative is comparatively low, the diagnostic specificity of the index
of teaching response is low, and the percentage of false positive is comparatively higher.
3.Using cognitive deficits as criteria, the low RTI group that responded poorly to

instruction, performed poorer than their counterparts in high RTI group on measures of



phonological awareness and naming speed. However, the working memory of both groups
did not make a significant difference.

The research findings support the discriminant validity of pre-referral intervention in
differentiating low achieving and high-risk learning disabled groups of aboriginal

students.

Keywords: response to instruction, Aboriginal students, reading disability, pre-referral

intervention, discriminant validity
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