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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this study was to investigate the behavioral differences between  

children with High-Function Autism and those with Asperger Syndrome. There were 43 

participants with HFA, 7.2~19 years old （average age 11.1）, and 35 participants with 

Asperger Syndrome, 6.6~18.2 years old （average age 12.2）. The instruments applied 

in this study included an ADI-R interview questionnaire to help parents understand the 

difference between the early development and current condition for the two groups of 

children, and an Autism/Asperger Behavior Rating Scale to help them further 

understand their children’s current behavior in the context of the difference between the 

two groups. 

 

The results of this study were as follows: （1） The ADI-R showed a significant 

behavioral difference between the two groups. The HFA children scored higher than the 

AS children, which means that the children with Asperger Syndrome had fewer early 

symptoms than those with HFA; （2） on the whole, there was no clear behavioral 

difference between the two groups of children in the current situation when employing 

the diagnosis instruments for the autistic children according to the ADI-R and Autism 

Behaviour Rating Scales; （3） when the AS  Behavior Rating Scale was used to test 

both groups of children, those with AS scored significantly higher in socialization and 

communication skills than those with HFA, which means that some of the behaviors 
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demonstrated by the Asperger children were more distinct than the those with Autism in 

their current stage. 

 

From the results above, we can conclude that: （1） Although in their earlier 

developmental period the children with AS behaved better than those with HFA, the 

differences decreased as the children grew older; （2）  children with Asperger 

Syndrome and High-Function Autism shared some common behaviors or behavior 

syndromes, but they also showed some clear behavioral differences. 

 

Keywords: High-Function Autism, Asperger Syndrome, comparative study,  ADI-R,  

Autism Behaviour Rating Scale, behavioral differences 


