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PifE (n=39) 11 2 13 7 4

11
11

9 6 15 23 17 40
9 6 15 27 12 39
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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was threefold: (1)to examine the effectiveness of the family sup-
ports services delivered to the families of intellectually handicapped youngsters; (2)to investigate
to what extent child changes were associated with family needs and characteristics; (3)to explore
perceptions and suggestions made by teachers and parents regarding the family supports ser-
vices. A total of 79 families of young handicapped children with ages ranged from 3.2 to 6.7
years olds participated in this study. The families were assigned to two groups, the experimental
group(n=40) and the control group (n=39), based on the child’s developmental level, needs for
related services, parental involvement level, and caretaking environment. Both group and indi-
vidual supports services were provided for the families in the experimental group while only
group supports services were provided for the families in the control group. The measures
used in this study included the Family Needs Survey, Family Characteristics Scale, Home Obser-
vation for Measurement of the Environment, Parenting Questionnaire, and Surveys on Family
Support Services.

The results indicated that no group differences were found in child progress, family needs,
caretaking environment, and parenting, however, more intensive family supports services did
show effects on parental sense of control. The factors such as parental involvement with the
child’s activities, parentchild relationship, parental sensitivity on cue reading, and family adapta-
tion were found to be associated with the child change and family needs. Parents and teachers

perceived positively on family support services but gave suggestions to improve the provision of
services.




